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Spring 2010 lecture series
envelope conversations
Envelopes and enveloping strategies have become a crucial subject for 
contemporary culture. After a few decades of relentless globalization, we 
are now entering a stage where the illusion of a border-free world and 
the utopia of a free-wheeling, free-flowing spatiality has ceased to be the 
primary goal of spatial and material practices: we must address the fact 
that the space where we live is not without borders.

The building envelope is possibly the oldest and most primitive architectural 
element. It materializes the separation of the inside and outside, natural and 
artificial; it demarcates private from public and delimits ownership. When 
it becomes a façade, the envelope operates as a representational device in 
addition to its crucial environmental and territorial roles. It forms the 
border, the frontier, the edge, the enclosure and the interface. Particularly 
at a time when energy and security concerns have replaced an earlier focus 
on circulation and flow as the contents of architectural expression, the 
building envelope emerges as architecture’s primary political subject.

Simultaneously existing as both the architectural surface and its attach-
ments, the envelope is a point of contact, a material link, between architec-
ture and other social, political and economic processes. Envelope is 
suddenly a loaded word across disciplines. Philosophers, anthropologists, 
artists, environmental engineers, product designers, marketing experts, 
economists have identified it as a critical aspect of contemporary culture. 
This series of conversations will explore the envelope’s potential across 
a broad range of practices, revitalizing architecture as a political agent 
and relocating it in a broader cultural field.
This series was organized by Alejandro Zaera-Polo with Urtzi Grau and Stan Allen.



1 0   F e b r u a r y
B o r d e r s
A conversation about envelopes in their roles as both 
physical boundaries and as heuristic devices that can be 
applied in a broader discussion of political ecology of 
borders, divisions, and other such relationships of 
mediation.

R i c h a r d   S e n n e t t ,   P r o f e s s o 
r ,  D e p a r t m e n t   o f   S o c i o l o g 
y ,   N e w   Y o r k   U n i v e r s i t y   a n 
d   L o n d o n   S c h o o l   o f   E c o n o m 
i c s

E y a l   W e i z m a n ,   A r c h i t e c t ;   D 
i r e c t o r ,   C e n t r e   f o r   R e s e a 
r c h   A r c h i t e c t u r e ,   G o l d s m i 
t h s   C o l l e g e ,   L o n d o n

T e d d y   C r u z ,   P r o f e s s o r   i n   p 
u b l i c   c u l t u r e ,   v i s u a l   a r t s   
d e p a r t m e n t ,   U n i v e r s i t y   o f   
C a l i f o r n i a ,   S a n   D i e g o

G e r a l d   E .   F r u g ,   L o u i s   D .   B r 
a n d e i s   P r o f e s s o r   o f   L a w ,   H 
a r v a r d   U n i v e r s i t y



2 5  F e b r u a r y
A t t a c h m e n t s
A discussion of the forces and ideas, tangible and 
intangible, which give the envelope its shape, with an 
emphasis on understanding the envelope as a limit, 
delineation, or definition and hence on the problems 
encountered in both modeling the envelope as an object and 
in understanding the envelope itself as a kind of model of 
its attachments.

B r u n o   L a t o u r ,   P r o f e s s o r   a 
n d   V i c e - P r e s i d e n t   f o r   R e s 
e a r c h ,   S c i e n c e s   P o ,   P a r i s

G r e g   L y n n ,   P r i n c i p a l   o f   G r 
e g   L y n n   F O R M ;   o . U n i v .   P r o f .   
A r c h . ,   U n i v e r s i t y   o f   A p p l i 
e d   A r t s ,   V i e n n a ;   P r o f e s s o r 
,   U C L A

A x e l   K i l i a n ,   A s s i s t a n t   P r o f 
e s s o r ,   P r i n c e t o n   U n i v e r s i  
t y   S c h o o l   o f   A r c h i t e c t u r e

D r .   A l b e n a   Y a n e v a ,   M a n c h e 
s t e r   A r c h i t e c t u r e   R e s e a r c 
h   C e n t r e   ( M A R C ) ,   U n i v e r s i t 
y   o f   M a n c h e s t e r 



2 4   M a r c h
G l o b a l   T e c h n o l o g i e s
A discussion of the technical aspects of envelope design, 
assembly, and operation, emphasizing the envelope’s 
performance as an environmental membrane and the cultural 
implications of the varied performances demanded from 
envelopes deployed around the globe.

M a t t h i a s   S c h u l e r ,   E n g i n e e 
r   a n d   C E O ,   T r a n s s o l a r ,   S t u 
t t g a r t ;   A d j u n c t   P r o f e s s o r   
o f   E n v i r o n m e n t a l   T e c h n o l 
o g i e s ,   G S D ,   H  a r v a r d   U n i v e 
r s i t y

S a s k i a   S a s s e n ,   R o b e r t   S .   L y 
n d   P r o f e s s o r   o f   S o c i o l o g y 
,   C o l u m b i a   U n i v e r s i t y

M a r c   S i m m o n s ,   P a r t n e r ,   F r 
o n t ,   I n c .   N e w   Y o r k ;   l e c t u r 
e r ,   P r i n c e t o n   u n i v e r s i t y   s 
c h o o l   o f   a r c h i t e c t u r e

U l r i c h   K n a a c k ,   E n g i n e e r ,   C 
o - f o u n d e r ,   I m a g i n e   E n v e l o 
p e ,   T h e   H a g u e



2 9   M a r c h
E N V E L O P E S
An examination of the building envelope as an architectural 
element that brings together technical, cultural and 
political issues, aimed at its contemporary definition and 
location within architecture and design practices.

J e f f r e y   K i p n i s ,   P r o f e s s o r ,   
K n o w l t o n   S c h o o l   o f   A r c h i 
t e c t u r  e ,   O h i o   S t a t e ;  V i s i t 
i n g   P r o f e s s o r ,   P r i n c e t o n   U 
n i v e r s i t y   S c h o o l   o f   A r c h i 
t e c t u r e

J e s s e   R e i s e r ,   A s s o c i a t e   P r 
o f e s s o r ,   P r i n c e t o n   U n i v e r 
s i t y   S c h o o l   o f   A r c h i t e c t u 
r e ;   P r i n c i p a l ,   R e i s e r   +   U m e 
m o t o   R U R   A r c h i t e c t u r e   P . C 
. ,   N e w   Y o r k

A l e j a n d r o   Z a e r a - P o l o ,   V i s 
i t i n g   P r o f e s s o r ,   P r i n c e t o n   
U n i v e r s i t y   S c h o o l   o f   A r c h 
i t e c t u r e ;   P a r t n e r ,   F o r e i g n   
O f f i c e   A r c h i t e c t s ,   L o n d o n

b e n   v a n   b e r k e l ,   P r i n c i p a l ,   
U N S t u d i o ,   A m s t e r d a m



7  A p r i l
B r a n d i n g / I d e n t i t y
An exploration of the envelope as a site where identities 
are constructed and an investigation into the modes of 
experience through which these identities are disseminated 
and absorbed.

P e t e r   A r n e l l ,   F o u n d e r   a n d   
C E O ,   T h e   A r n e l l   G r o u p ,   N e w   
Y o r k

T h o m  M a y n e ,   M o r p h o s i s ,   S a n 
t a   M o n i c a



1 9  A p r i l
K a s s l e r   l e c t u r e
U g l y   i n   A m e r i c a :   D a v e   H i 
c k e y ,   F r e e - l a n c e   w r i t e r   
o f   f i c t i o n   a n d   c u l t u r a l   
c r i t i c i s m ;   P r o f e s s o r  o f    
M o d e r n   L e t t e r s ,   U n i v e r s i 
t y   o f   N e v a d a   L a s   V e g a s

1 2   A p r i l
o p e n   h o u s e   l e c t u r e
M u s a c   O u t t a k e s :
L u i s   M a n s i l l a   a n d   E m i l i o   
T u ñ ó n ,   p a r t n e r s ,   M a n s i l l 
a + T u ñ ó n   a r q u i t e c t o s ,   m a 
d r i d



2 1  A p r i l
F a c i a l i t y
A conversation focusing on the envelope as exteriority, and 
in possibilities opened by such a condition, which range 
from the creation of objects without interiors to reframing 
problems of political identity and relationships - for 
example the Cosmopolitan - in terms of pure surface.

J e f f   K o o n s ,   A r t i s t ,   N e w   Y o 
r k

S y l v i a   L a v i n ,   D i r e c t o r   o f   C r 
i t i c a l   S t u d i e s   a n d   M A / P h D   
P r o g r a m s   a n d   P r o f e s s o r   o 
f   A r c h i t e c t u r a l   H i s t o r y   a 
n d   T h e o r y   a t   U C L A

E l i z a b e t h   D i l l e r ,   A r c h i t e 
c t ,   D i l l e r ,   S c o f i d i o   +   R e n f 
r o ,   N e w   Y o r k ;   P r o f e s s o r ,   P 
r i n c e t o n   U n i v e r s i t y   S c h o o 
l   o f   A r c h i t e c t u r e


