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oPRING 2010 LECTURE SERIES
ENVELOPE CONVERSATIONS

ENUELOPES AND ENUELOPING STRATEGIES HAUE BECOME A CRUCIAL SUBJECT FOR
CONTEMPORARY CULTURE. AFTER A FEW DECADES OF RELENTLESS GLOBALIZATION, WE
ARE NOW ENTERING A STAGE WHERE THE ILLUSION OF A BORDER-FREE WORLD AND
THE UTOPIA OF A FREE-WHEELING, FREE-FLOWING SPATIALITY HAS CEASED TO BE THE
PRIMARY GOAL OF SPATIAL AND MATERIAL PRACTICES: WE MUST ADDRESS THE FACT
THAT THE SPACE WHERE WE LIVE IS NOT WITHOUT BORDERS.

THE BUILDING ENUELOPE IS POSSIBLY THE OLDEST AND MOST PRIMITIUE ARCHITECTURAL
ELEMENT. IT MATERIALIZES THE SEPARATION OF THE INSIDE AND OQUTSIDE, NATURAL AND
ARTIFICIAL; IT DEMARCATES PRIVUATE FROM PUBLIC AND DELIMITS OWNERSHIP. WHEN
IT BECOMES A FACADE, THE ENUVELOPE OPERATES AS A REPRESENTATIONAL DEUICE IN

ADDITION TO ITS CRHUCIAL ENUIRONMENTAL AND TERRITORIAL ROLES. IT FORMS THE
BORDER, THE FRONTIER, THE EDGE, THE ENCLOSURE AND THE INTERFACE. PARTICULARLY
AT A TIME WHEN ENERGY AND SECURITY CONCERNS HAUE REPLACED AN EARLIER FOCUS
ON CIRCULATION AND FLOW AS THE CONTENTS OF ARCRHITECTURAL ExXPRESSION, THE
BUILDING ENUELOPE EMERGES AS ARCHITECTURE'S PRIMARY POLITICAL SUBJECT.

SoIMULTANEOUSLY E~XISTING AS BOTH THE ARCHITECTURAL SURFACE AND ITS ATTACH-
MENTS, THE ENUELOPE IS A POINT OF CONTACT, A MATERIAL LINK, BETWEEN ARCHITEC-
TURE AND OTHER SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC PROCESSES. ENUELOPE IS
oUDDENLY A LOADED WORD ACROSS DISCIPLINES. PRILOSOPHERS, ANTHROPOLOGISTS,
ARTISTS, ENUIRONMENTAL ENGINEERS, PRODUCT DESIGNERS, MARKETING EXPERTS,
ECONOMISTS HAVUE IDENTIFIED IT AS A CHITICAL ASPECT OF CONTEMPORARY CULTURE.
THIS SERIES OF CONUERSATIONS WILL EXPLORE THE ENUELOPE'S POTENTIAL ACROSS

A BROAD RANGE OF PRACTICES, REVITALIZING ARCHITECTURE AS A POLITICAL AGENT
AND RELOCATING IT IN A BROADER CULTURAL FIELD.

THIS SERIES WAS ORGANIZED BY ALEJANDRO ZAERA-POLO WITH URTZI GRAU AND STAN ALLEN.




10 FEBRUARY
BORDERS

A CONUERSATION ABOUT ENUELOPES IN THEIR ROLES AS BOTH
PRYSICAL BOUNDARIES AND AS HEURISTIC DEUICES THAT CAN BE

APPLIED IN A BROADER DISCUSSION OF POLITICAL ECOLOGY OF
BORDERS, DIVISIONS, AND OTHER SUCH RELATIONSHIPS OF
MEDIATION
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20 FEBRURARY
ATTACHMENTS

A DISCUSSION OF THE FORCES AND IDEAS, TANGIBLE AND
INTANGIBLE, WHICH GIUE THE ENUELOPE ITS SHAPE, WITH AN
EMPHASIS ON UNDERSTANDING THE ENUELOPE AS A LIMIT,
DELINEATION, OR DEFINITION AND HENCE ON THE PROBLEMS
ENCOUNTERED IN BOTH MODELING THE ENUELOPE AS AN OBJECT AND

IN UNDERSTANDING THE ENUELOPE ITSELF AS A KIND OF MODEL OF
ITS ATTACHMENTS.
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24 MARCH
GLOBAL TECHNOLOGIES

A DISCUSSION OF THE TECHNICAL ASPECTS OF ENUELOPE DESIGN,
ASSEMBLY, AND OPERATION, EMPHASIZING THE ENUELOPE’S
PERFORMANCE AS AN ENUIRONMENTAL MEMBRANE AND THE CULTURAL
IMPLICATIONS OF THE UARIED PERFORMANCES DEMANDED FROM
ENUELOPES DEPLOYED AROUND THE GLOBE.
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29 MARCH
ENUELOPES

AN EXAMINATION OF THE BUILDING ENUELOPE AS AN ARCHITECTURAL
ELEMENT THAT BRINGS TOGETHER TECHNICAL, CULTURAL AND

P LITICAL ISSUES, AIMED AT ITS CONTEMPORARY DEFINITION AND
CATION WITHIN ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN PRACTICES.
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OPEN HOUSE LECTURE
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